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By Amanda Crissup
Cobb Neighbors Staff Writer

: KENNESAW — Accord-

ing to the Americans with
Disabilities Act, a service
dog can go anywhere their

- handler needs to go.
- Restaurants, grocery
stores and schools — 1f it's
part of a blind person's
daily routine, then their
seeing eye dog is right
there, getting the job done.

But Berry College junior
19-year-old Michelle Cox
wanted to know why the
law was different for pup-
pies training to be service
dogs. Restaurant owners
balked when she wanted to
bring Aston, a black lab in
training, to join the family
for dinner.
“We have to- get our dogs

used to anything a blind

- person might encounter,”
Ms,gs_gox said. “You would-

n't take a regular dog shop-
ping with you, but these
dogs are going to have to do
that.”

A volunteer puppy raiser
with Southeastern Guide
Dogs for four years, the

- Kennesaw resident set out

to do something about it. So
last week, she helped
change the law. ;

“I just really wanted to
do something to give back
to somebody. Not many .
people work with training
service dogs,” Miss Cox
said.

With the help of her
mother, Ellen Cox, a prop-
erty control technician for
Cobb County Schools, the.
Coxes worked with Rep.
Tim Bearden (R-Villa Rica)
to pass House Bill 366,
which allows service dogs in
training the same access to-
public places as their adult

canine counterparts. " 3

“Tt was very exc1tmg, but

we couldn’t have done it
without several disability
groups pulling together,”
Mrs, Cox said. -

Other states have laws

- permitting service puppy .

raisers access to public
places and Mrs. Cox said

. Bearden’s bill, co-spon-

sored by Rep. Steve “Thun-
der” Tumlin (R-Marietta)
and Rep. John Meadows (R-
Calhoun), was based on
Tennessee’slaw. =

“I just felt it was a very
good bill to help get these

- dogs ready for training,”

Bearden said.

Now 11-week-old McIn-

tosh, the Coxes’ current yel-
low lab puppy-in-training,
can go to restaurants to

- learn the proper way to

respond to so many qver-
whelming smells and adjust
quickly to new environ-
ments.
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“When you're baking a
cake a dog smells the sugar,
eggs, milk, vanilla ... every-
thing that goes into the
cake,” Mrs. Cox said. “Our

_job is we're taking them out

of the canine world and =
putting them in the human

~ world,” Mrs. Cox said.

As puppy raisers, McIn-
tosh will stay with the Coxes
until she’s about 2 years
old. Then she'll go onto
more advanced training at
Southeastern’s headquar-

ters in Palmetto, Fla.

The elementary-school

_equivalent of obedience

school pays off too, said
Deidri Cumbie, a Powder
Springs resident and seemg
eye dog user.

“The more these puppies
are taken into environ-
ments, the better behaved

- they are as we as handlers -

handle them ” Mrs. Cumbie
sald
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